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Citizenship - Respect for property

Year 3-6

Lesson Plan: Why should we take responsibility for public spaces? (Unit 9)

Links to: Citizenship Unit 2, 8; History Unit 12

Resources:

Lots of adult support (one adult to four children works best)

Digital camera – for recording observations and pupil responses.

Clipboards with paper and pens

Download: Nice and nasty worksheet PDF; Quarry safety symbols worksheet ; Quarry dangers answer sheet: aerial map
Before you go: How do we make informed choices on our everyday lives?

Children at all ages apply the decision-making process they have developed in earlier sections to an environmental issue (e.g road safety; litter). They could consider environmental problems at Ridge Wood in general and the dog mess problem in particular. This would help S. Gloucestershire Council to raise awareness of the problem at a time when legislation has just become tighter and more enforceable.

Explain that Ridge Wood is popular with dog walkers and there is a lot of fouling. The problem with dog dirt is that it carries disease. It is against the law not to clear up after your dog and new powers will mean tougher enforcement. This could be combined with discussion about litter, inappropriate use of Ridge Wood, trespass and quarry danger. Who uses the space and what does inappropriate behaviour mean to these groups?


On site:

Ask children to look at everything on the way to Ridge Wood noting on the map e.g. dog dirt, litter etc. Take photographs and record other negative features but take opportunities to point out positives that are evident of care being taken too – this will probably only be obvious to adults.  They could record them on the Nice and Nasty worksheet. 

Probably as part of a wider survey, pupils could conduct interviews with people at Ridge Wood to examine different needs and priorities. Are they dog-walking, walking for pleasure, skate-boarding, cycling etc? In school time you are unlikely to see youth uses of the woodland, but part of the survey could be to look for evidence (tracks, bank erosion, litter etc) of informal recreation and its consequences. You could follow on from this by recording results in a table and holding a discussion about health and safety, trespass, environmental responsibility. See the ‘important please read information’ for support on this. Pupils could make their own poster or signage for the woodland.

If you wish to emphasize personal responsibility and quarry dangers you could give children Quarry safety symbols worksheet (pairs or groups would reduce no. of copies and encourage discussion) to fill in. Then give them the Quarry dangers answer sheet.

Follow up: Debating

Dog Dirt: debate aspects of the issue, such as:

Is this really such a problem?

Should fouling be against the law?

Should people be fined if caught not clearing up?

What can be done to make dog owners more responsible?

How can other problems be tackled?

How can the area be improved?

Why not use the Ridge to make a new quarry if the limestone’s so good.

Is the council doing enough?

· Draw up a plan to raise awareness of the problems (posters, leaflets, signage)

· Role play in groups or whole class: councillors deciding which things are a priority when there is not enough money to fix everything. Make sure the children take different positions on things to echo political persuasion and to deal with conflict.

· Make a big map. You could use maps downloaded from this website, scaling up to produce your own large map onto which the photos you took can be 
added in right places as part of mapwork. Or visit the photo galleries to select your own images (please note that these concentrate on Ridge Wood rather than the wider area).
Some facts from South Gloucestershire Dog Wardens:

· The South Gloucestershire Dog Wardens are continuously campaigning to try and reduce the amount of dog fouling and to raise people’s awareness of their responsibilities.

· Allowing a dog to foul without cleaning up is a criminal offence holding a maximum fine of £1000. 

· Dog Waste bins are provided in the area but South Gloucestershire Council has no obligation to provide them. 

· If dog owners do not pass a dog bin on their walk, dog faeces should be wrapped in a bag and disposed of in a litter bin, or taken home.

· We are trying to encourage our children to walk more frequently, but the state of some footpaths makes this unpleasant. Most importantly though there is a potential health risk as some dog faeces contains the Toxocara worm, which can seriously endanger a child’s health. 

· It is the Council’s aim to educate people about responsible dog ownership and their legal duties, but, if necessary, the Dog Wardens have the authority to enforce the law and prosecute people who do not clear up after their dogs. 

· As a resident of the community your co-operation can assist the Dog Wardens in their mammoth task. If you know of any regular offenders you can contact the Wardens confidentially and they will investigate. 

· If you are a dog walker please respect your community and our school children and clear up after your dog, otherwise you are risking prosecution.

You can contact the Dog Warden for this area, Mercy Mitchell on 01454
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