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History: What would we find inside people's homes a long time ago?

Year 1
Lesson Plan: What would we find inside people's homes a long time ago? (Unit 2, section 4)

Resources:

Computer suite (unless you download worksheets and images of Ridge House first)

Clipboards, pens and paper

Worksheets: Everyday Victorian items.PDF: Past in Present worksheet PDF
Before you go:

	Preparation:
	Some preparatory work from first two sections of this unit

To have worked through the section 3 lesson on this resource

Virtual tour of Ridge Wood

BBC Victorian house tour: (http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/dynamo/history/stepback.htm)


Explain that you are building on work you’ve already done about the way people lived a long time ago, what houses are like now and what can be found in them.  Take a few minutes to discuss what children learned about the outside features of Victorian and modern buildings and the old house at Ridge Wood. Take the time tour (History section) that shows Ridge House, and talk about the families who lived there (see research on Ridge families in History). Have children read/seen films of e.g. ‘The Railway Children’ or ‘The Treasure Seekers’?  You might be able to use what they remember of these to support this work. Ask them what they think might be different about the inside of the houses from different eras.

Children could also look at the BBC tour of the inside of a Victorian House working in pairs to give them ideas about differences and the ways people lived.

Give out/download the worksheet: 

On site: If you didn’t go to Ridge Wood to look for evidence of the past you could go there now, perhaps using the Past in Present worksheet PDF
Follow up: 

· Look at Everyday Victorian items PDF. Try asking the children to list/describe the modern day equivalents. 
· Ask the children to think of other items that are not in the pictures on the worksheets (e.g. servants)
· The QCA suggest developing a new word bank of nouns and adjectives arising from this work.
· Imagine you lived at Ridge House in Victorian times. You could design your own outfit.
· Using the worksheets and lists (and those that accompanied the previous lesson) as prompts, write a story of a day in your life that mentions some of the objects in the pictures on this resource. This could be done from the perspective of the owners of Ridge House or as if written by a servant. The BBC’s history site has lots of good material too.
Section 5 of this Unit concentrates on turning the home corner into a house from the era they have studied. They could make this imaginative exercise Ridge House itself and have pictures of Ridge House and the gardens on the walls. Taking on the identities of the families who lived there they could role play life at Ridge House 150 years ago.
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