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Geography: Around our school – the local area

Years 1-2

Adapt for reception


Lesson Plan: What are our immediate surroundings like? (Unit 4, Section1)

Links to: History, Unit 2, Citizenship

Early Learning Goals: Knowledge and understanding of the world

· To observe, find out about and identify features in the place children live.

· To find out about the environment and talk about those features children like and dislike.
Resources:

Computer suite:


History section: maps


Virtual tour

Download worksheets:

Past in Present  PDF
Nice and Nasty PDF
Stages in Quarrying PDFs
Quarry Posters

Health & Safety Information
Safety Symbols worksheet and answersheet
Lots of adult support (one adult to four children works best)

Digital camera – for recording observations and pupil responses.

Clipboards with paper and pens

Before you go:

It would be helpful, though not essential to have worked through the earlier sections in the ‘Around our school – the local area’ Scheme of Work that are more focused on the immediate environment of the school. 

Explain to the children that they are going to visit a local woodland. Support this by taking a virtual tour. Explain to the children that they will be looking closely at the local area on the way there and back and that they will also need to look around the Wood for things they like and dislike. Discuss features in the area and what might make an area change. Can they think of key places that represent the area?
On site:

Ask children to look at everything on the way to Ridge Wood deciding what counts as a feature and what as a change. Take photographs of the features and changes they identify. They could make two columns to record these. Also discuss things are that are attractive/ unattractive or nice and nasty. Explain that they are going to record nice and nasty things at Ridge Wood and record them on the Nice and Nasty worksheet PDF. Walk through Ridge Wood stopping to observe special features and record; close eyes, listen and record; smell and record. You could support features work with the Past in Present worksheet PDF.


Follow up:

· Using the photographs, produce a whole class list of the features found.

· As a class, construct a likes/dislikes chart using a happy / sad face for opinions about features found at Ridge Wood.

· Make a big map. You could use maps downloaded from the history section of this resource, scaling up to produce your own large map onto which the photos you took can be added in right places as part of mapwork. Or you could visit the picture galleries to select your own images (please note that these concentrate on Ridge Wood rather than the wider area.

· Discuss a route around the area that best captures the feel of it.

· Discuss: Is Ridge Wood a nice place to visit? What is our local area like?
What jobs do people do in our locality? (Unit 1, section 5)

Links to: History Unit 2, Citizenship

Further fieldwork can be done to follow this section or the previous section (4, above) could be adapted. The work of land use and building type is very relevant to geographical study of the Yate/Chipping Sodbury area but has less relevance to Ridge Wood in general. 

This unit could be very useful if quarrying was to be focus of study. It may be possible to invite someone into school who works or once worked at the quarry. 
Yate Heritage Centre holds an extensive library of oral history tapes likely to yield former quarry workers. Perhaps you have a parent who works at the quarry.

Hanson, the owners of Ridge Wood and the neighbouring quarries may be able to help although they do not have dedicated education support staff. Hanson has produced a CD Rom – Material World - containing many useful activities for mainly Key Stage 2, but with adaptable material. See the photos Hanson have specially commissioned for this project of the Stages in Quarrying and the collection of A4 size posters available on this CD. Please see Hanson’s website: www.hansonplc.biz/education to:


· order Material World CD

· see how a typical quarry works 

· download characters with different jobs at a quarry to colour in

· request a visit to a quarry (follow link to request more information)

Before you try to arrange a quarry visit you should read this Health & Safety information.
How do people spend their leisure time? (Unit 1, section 6)

Links to: History Unit 2, Citizenship

Probably as part of a wider survey, pupils could conduct interviews with people at Ridge Wood to see if they are dog-walking, walking for pleasure, skate-boarding, 

cycling etc. In school time you are unlikely to see youth uses of the woodland, but part of the survey could be to look for evidence (tracks, bank erosion, litter etc) of informal recreation. You could follow on from this by recording results in a table and holding a discussion about health and safety, trespass, environmental responsibility. See the Safety Symbols worksheet and answersheet for support. Pupils could make their own poster or signage for the woodland.

Are there any changes taking place in our area?

The material produced and observed from earlier work in this Unit is probably best combined with work from the historical study to sum up findings. 
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