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Geography: Around our school – the local area

History: Comparing maps

Years 1-6

Lesson Plan: Understanding maps 

Resources:

Computer suite

1 Downloads:  maps, aerial photo and Past in Present worksheet

Clipboard kit

Transparent film


Before you go:

It would be hard to better the ideas contained in this simple web page for first steps in mapwork at both Key Stages 1&2:

http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/geography/map.htm
The youngest children start by making a plan of classroom objects or drawing around an object placed on an overhead projector. These skills move on to making a map of the classroom and making a signpost of where things are in relation to each other from where they are sitting. The webpage ends with an idea that could be adapted for use at Ridge Wood – taking an aerial photo, (which includes the distinctive shape of the Ridge Wood estate) and drawing over it on transparent film to include key features or those previously agreed to form a simple key.
Children work in pairs to take a time tour of Ridge Wood. If they enjoy it they can take the other tour which shows it as it is today. They can talk about what can be seen from the air and from the ground to introduce the idea of contour.

On site: 

Taking a map from 1777, 1821, 1881 (or all of these) visit Ridge Wood. If they are able to work out roughly where they are in relation to an aerial photo or our schematic map ask the children to look at an historic map and make a list of 10 things that have changed since e.g. 1881:

ADDED


DISAPPEARED

Follow up:

When they have seen existing features (supported by Past in present worksheet) in the field, pupils could try plotting them on the maps they made using transparent film over an aerial photo. This could be adapted into a simple survey of plant, bird or butterfly species if they have done any of the Science study supported by this resource.

External links 

(please note – we cannot be held responsible for the content on any other website):
www.multimap.com
An invaluable resource. This site allows you to find a given place by postcode or address and you can choose a map, aerial photo or overlay a photo with a map. The map function on its own is not terribly helpful for the park study purposes as no green areas are shown. There are several scales to choose from but you will probably want 1:5000 which gives a useful amount of detail – you can see individual buildings and trees for example. To look at settlement patterns and the industrialisation of cities in the Victorian era you might wan to zoom out to e.g. 1:10,000. There is a ‘printer friendly’ option so you can get a recent map or view to compare with old maps.
http://www.ordsvy.gov.uk/
Also worth a dig about - this is the government's Ordnance Survey site.

There are extensive resources, some free. The Free and Fun section includes

a slidey puzzle.
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